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Purpose

The American Promise Teaching Guide hasbecome a part
of the growing national movement to enhance the social

studies curriculum and restructure classes in order to,

teach students the practical skills, knowledge, and val-
ues of active citizenship.

This movement, called service learning, unites the con-
cepts and ideas of citizenship and democracy with civic
action. Students are expected to learn responsible citi-
zenship by acting as responsible citizens.

Service learning has become part of the National
Standards for Civics and Government. More and more
slates are incorporating service learning into their cur-
riculum frameworks and requiring participation in ser-
vice projects for graduation.

The American Promise was designed with service learn-
ing firmly in mind. Thissection of the Teaching Guide
shows how the program can be used in developing and
implementing service learning programs in elemen-
tary and secondary social studies classrocms.

While other sections of the binder focus on individual
acts of The American Promise series and how they can
be used in a variety of classroom settings and subjects,
this section focuses on service learning and draws
from all acts in the series. 1t presentsa clear model for
developing service learning projects and for guiding
students in research and community problem solving.
There are classroom-tested exercises to prepare stu-
dents for service projects as well as suggestions for
evaluating their projects.
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