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The Stories

1.

Informction: How much
is too much?

=

@ Television satellite dishes dot the

Inupiat settlements of northern Alaska,
flooding the native people with mes-

; sages from an alien world. What

are the Inupiat to make of dog-walk-
ing services or Russian roulette?
How can traditional voices make

themselves heard amid the shock

. waves of the information explo-

sion?

A TV is “no guide”

Rachel Craig, a traditional village elder in the small
town of Kotzebue, is in wonder: “There is such a preoccupa-
tion of people watching TV, of people living somewhere else,
and we watch them in our living room ... ”

Close-knit, caring society

The unrestrained flood of outside messages in this area
threatens to confuse the native culture—even push it
rudely aside. Rachel Craig and the other elders respond by
reasserting the close-knit, caring traditions of their com-
munity. “The kind of society our lorefathers built,” she
says. ... When we start teaching it to our children, they
will have the satisfaction within themselves that life is
good. You have your integrity.”
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PARALLELS:

* violence and youth

= community values vs. mass media and culture

» media and opinion (war propaganda, “vellow press,”
Spanish-American War, televised war in Vietnam)

* values and censorship (v-chip, ratings)

WHAT'S AT STAKE?

How deeply has the advent of mass media
shaped our thoughts, behavior, and
opinions about politics and identity?
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Bl texts

Mass media and politics: Edwards, pp. 171-91; propaganda:
Magruder, pp. 223-4; Boorstin, p. 566 (World War I1); ’
Nash, pp. 218-9 (World War II); Native Americans and
traditional ways: Nash, p. 38.
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—Napoleon I

2.
A newspdaper exponds
its mission

Nearly everybody complains about the media. Now the
Charlotte Observer is doing something about it. The pa-
per is responding to critics and changing its coverage te
reflect a new dedication to civic life,

Crimes? Or crime?

For instance, instead of reporting on iselated crimes, the
paper is looking at the issue of crirne: Where dees it hap-
pen? What are the underlying issues? How are neighbor-
hood heroes fighting back?

Hunger for sclutions

The newspaper is a national leader in this “public journal-
ism,” reporting about its hometown from the perspective
of the citizen, not city hall or big business, and {ocusing on
solutions as well as problems. “People are tired of being re-
minded of the problems,” one reporter notes. “They are
hungry for information and eager for solutions.”







