Responsible Youth in the News
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Collect a dozen stories from news-
magazines or newspapers about teenagers
who have benaved either responsibly or
irresporsibly.

Begin by discussing the meaning of
responsibility. Write on the board the words
and phrases used by the class in defining this
term. You might show the “Responsibility” act
from The Americar Promise and discuss what
responsibility means in each of the video sto-
ries. Then, divide the class into groups of
three or four and give each small group one
article from your collection.

There are two guidelines

for this exercise:

* Groups should divide their article so that
each student is responsible for reading and
uriderstanding one small section of the article.

« Each group wil he collectively respensible
for understanding the whole article.

When tne groups have read their articles,
have each nme report to the class, then ask the
class to discuss these questions:

1. In what ways was the voung person in the
article responsible or irtesponsible?

2. Did the young persen’s actions help orhurt
others? How?

3. What are Lhe lessons to be learned from
this story?

After discussing these examples. ask the
students if they wish to expand the class defi-
nition of responsibility.
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