The American Promise

A growing program

Aires

ot home- and ab'road', The American
“ Promise is finding many uses
inside the classroom and out.

Fora little more than a year, teachers
have been working with The American
Protnise in classrooms across the country.
Thirty-five thousand copies of the first
edition of the teaching kit have now been
distribuited free to teachers and members
of the e_du_catiortal comimunity as well as
to comenunity leaders. The second edi-
tion, including a special service learning
section, will be released SOOTL.

The program is finding many. different
usés: In some classrootns, the program is
use_d-tt_).ennch eu_rnc_ulur;n and spark dis-
cussion. In other classrooms, the pro-
gram has become a. way to.ofganize
curriculum. Some education professors
distribute it to-their students. In
Milwaukee there are plaris to use the pro—
gram to train a spectal corps of
teacher/entrepreneut:, § S
7 Recerttly The Amertcan Promtse
_appeared on the Intemet Cur. Web site
(wewwz amencar*promtse comm) cames the
latest in story. update teacher input and
news on ttamtnu sess1ons It.also ptowde:,
-an easy way fe rteachers Lo order coptes of
the teaehmg ktt :

Shctnng Opportunttes Abtoc:d

By spemal arrangement with the: Untted
States ‘Informatton Agency (USIA) :
WOREDNET; USLAs global satellite teletn--

1!

sion service, premiered the English ver-
sion of The Ametican Promise in June 1996,
and to date has reached viewers in 351
citiesin 159 countries on six continents.
Here are some highlights of how The
American Promise is being used abroad:

* The Spanish version was broadcast
to Latin America for use by U.S.
embassies and consulates during the
Regional Education for Democracy
Conference that was keld in Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

» The Peruvian University,
Universidad San Palo in Arequipa added
the Spanish version of the seriés to theu'
student resources. ;.

. Currenily, USIS Belgrade is translat- '

mg the series into Serbian to-be broadcast'
locally in Serbia and: Montenegro '

s SIS Kiev broadcasts a Ukratnlan
trartslatton

» 2M Telev151on in Mo*occo broad-
casts the series in- French

~+-USIS Yangon’ (Rattgoon) Amerttzn-
language teachmg progiam uses The
American Promise to help: mtroduce
Myanmat to cornmututy actiongroupsand
0 show a more posuwe 51de of Amenca

The USIﬁE Enghsh teachmg staff uses.
the: senes for an ‘online: distance educa- :
tion course in civic education for teacher: :

- LTAlners: Representatlves from asmanyas
13 countriés incliding Peru, Armenia,. |

indonesia, Egypt, and Burma have par-
ticipaied online, sharing their thoughts
on the themes presented in The American
Promise. Here are few quotes from their
discussion centering on “opportunity”:

“1 think we have a sott of contract with
the young where learming is concerned; we
have to make opportunities for knowledge
available to the young, within the limita-
tions and structure of our own culture.”

“In talking about the Giraffe activity
(page 102 of The American Promise
Teaching Guide) ... useful for exercising
critical thinking. To my mind, this is the
essential link between information and
opportunity. The worth of information is

measured in terms of our ahility teuse it.”

“Too often T hear that our students (and
teenagers in general) don't have a cause, that
they only care about themselves. When our
students are given the opporturity Lo teach
others, when they're given a challenge to
promiote something they believe in, and
when they're confident about the informa-
tionthey’re going to share, irs amazing what
results we can obtain.”

If you would like to'-patticittate inan

- internaticnal discussion, the Classtoom-

to—Classroem pmgram will link class-
rooms in the United States with
classrooms around the wotld, so that
teachers and studentscan ]eamabout each
other. Teachers and studerits exchange let-
ters inEnglish, as often as possﬂ:-le so that
the connected classrooms may:find
answers toquestions, gainknowledge: and
understandmg about the pnnc1p1es of




